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My parents came to the United States, leaving everything they knew in pursuit of the 

coveted American Dream. Though their migration here has provided me with an abundance of 

opportunities, it ha,s been quite challenging to forge my own path. For a long time, I was unsure 

of where I truly belonged. Living in a predominantly African American city, I never understood 

the cultural references made by my peers about movies, songs, and rites of passage. Conversely, 

I wasn' t received as a legitimate Nigeri because I acted ''too American." I was talked down 

upon because I only understood, but did not speak, Igbo and my vernacular didn't match theirs. 

The perception of me from both perspectives invalidated my identity on both sides. As the years 

have progressed, I have encountered many people just like me from different backgrounds. 

Connecting with these people has made me appreciate not only my culture but the rich diversity 

that surrounds this world. Although my early insecurity once brought me a great dea·l of 

confusion, I am beyond grateful for the ultimate lesson it taught me: diversity is needed in our 

world, especially in institutions of higher education. 

The schools that I applied to are ones that I have researched comprehensively. They all 

offer my first-choice major, chemical engineering, and all of their schools of engineering are 

highly ranked. These schools will provide me with opportunities in the field that are particular to 

only them. Schools like Stanford University, The University of Texas at Austin, and Cornell 

University are currently performing research on complex materials and polymers- things that 

affect our everyday life. The material sciences include the environmental, complex materials, 

and nanotechnology industries. All of these subdivisions have aspects that are ever-changing, 

and to be able to touch people's lives, whether it be on a macro or micro level, would be an 

opportunity of a lifetime. These research opportunities for undergraduates will provide me with a 

lot of insight into the field, even before I graduate. After graduating with my Bachelors, I plan on 

going into the chemical engineering industry. 

In chemical engineering, mathematics is a very integral part of everyday operations. For 

the past three years, I have been a part of the Math Honor Society, and this year I have been 

honored to serve as the chapter's President.  As President,  I  helped spread the knowledge for 

math not only within the organization but within the school and my community. I, along with the 

help of my sponsor, implemented a district-wide tutoring initiative to tutor students in the middle 

school and high school students in subjects from Algebra 1 through Calculus BC. Through this 

program, we were able to assist teachers in reaching students who needed extra help. As a result, 

math test scores began to approach the district's goal. 

I believe that the Professional Achievers for Community Excellence Scholarship would 

provide me with the assistance needed to pursue my goals of helping my community and helping 

the world at large. This scholarship would not only aid in the cost of my education, but also 

impact the lives of those around the world. Thank you for considering me for the award, and I 

look forward to creating a lasting relationship with the PACE organization. 

 


